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Abstract 

This is the WalkingBus D2.1: WalkingBus Repository. 

In this deliverable, 15 walking bus case studies are presented, five from the WalkingBus 

project participating countries, five from the rest of Europe, and five from the rest of the 

world. 

From these case studies, important results were derived, such as that there are some success 

factors that should be followed by countries that lag behind, such as the following: i) the 

development of an online platform that functions as a national network of walking buses, ii) 

the use of ICT and mobile apps, iii) the establishment or adoption of specific national or 

international walking to school days or months, and iv) the connection of the walking bus 

schemes to tangible objectives in each specific case. 
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1 Introduction 

In this WalkingBus deliverable D2.1: WalkingBus Repository, the WalkingBus consortium 

had to gather 15 walking bus case studies for a deliverable of 20 pages.  

The WalkingBus Mapping & Review template (Annex 1) was sent to the WalkingBus 

project beneficiaries to gather walking bus case studies and good practices from their 

countries, i.e., TERO from Greece, MVNGO from Italy, and KARGENC from Türkiye. 

While several case studies were found in Italy, none were found in Greece and Türkiye.  

Therefore, the initial approach changed, five case studies were gathered from the 

WalkingBus project participating countries, five from the rest of Europe, and five from the 

rest of the world. From these case studies useful results were derived. The final result is a 

deliverable around three times larger than the foreseen one. 

The structure of the deliverable is as follows: 

• In Chapter 2, five case studies from the WalkingBus project are presented. 

• In Chapter 3, five case studies from the rest of Europe are presented. 

• In Chapter 4, five case studies from the rest of the world are presented. 

• In Chapter 5, the discussion follows. 

• In Chapter 6, there are the conclusions of the deliverable. 
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2 Walking Bus Case-Studies From WalkingBus Countries 

2.1 CLIMB / PedibusSmart (Italy) 

Name/Title: CLIMB / PedibusSmart. 

Country: Italy. 

City: Novazzano (TI), Lecco (LC), Collecchio (PR), Trento (TN), Castel Bolognese (RA), 

Ferrara (FE). 

When: Ongoing. 

Where: From meeting points to school. 

Who: ChiLdren’s Independent MoBility (CLIMB). 

Objectives: 

CLIMB tries to promote the mobility of children in a safe, fun, and social manner by 

transforming the neighborhood (e.g., families, schools, and volunteers) to a smart 

community with the use of transformative technologies, by integrating advanced 

Information Technology (IT) solutions (e.g., Internet of Services, Internet of Things, 

gamification), to provide a more effective and participative dynamic management of 

children’s mobility. 

Stakeholders of the project: Institutions, associations, parents, volunteers. 

Beneficiaries: School pupils. 

Financing: 

Bruno Kessler Foundation, CLIMB, Comune di Trento, Unione della Romagna Faentina, 

Comune di Ferrara, Comune di Castel Bolognese, Comune di Collecchio. 

Description: 

The PedibusSmart project is a modern evolution of the traditional “Pedibus” (or Walking 

Bus), aiming to make children’s mobility safer, more social, and enjoyable by leveraging 

community resources and information technology. A detailed description of the project 

follows: 
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Objectives and features: 

• Enhancing safety and social interaction: The project aims to make the journey from 

home to school safer for children and promotes social interaction among children, 

parents, and the community. 

• Use of technology: It utilizes advanced technologies for effective and participatory 

management of children’s mobility. 

Technological components: 

• Smart devices: Each child participating in the Pedibus project receives a Bluetooth 

smart tag to be placed in their backpack. 

• App for volunteers: Volunteers use an app on their smartphones to manage the 

children’s attendance. The proximity of the smart tag to the volunteer’s phone 

automatically registers the child’s presence on the Pedibus. 

• Automatic registration: The system automatically compiles a daily attendance 

register, relieving volunteers from this task and allowing them to focus on personal 

interactions with the children. 

• Monitoring and statistics: A private web page provides monitoring and statistics for 

administrators, supporting the management and organization of the service. 

Implementation: 

• Collaboration and configuration: A collaboration is established between the Bruno 

Kessler Foundation (Fondazione Bruno Kessler [FBK]) and the interested entity 

(municipality, school, parent association) to personalize the PedibusSmart 

components (app, tags, dashboard) for the specific walking bus. 

• Volunteer training: Volunteers receive training on the use of the app and the 

management of the Pedibus. 

• Distribution of devices: Tags are distributed to children and configured for use. 

Collaborations and recognitions: 

• Collaborations with institutes and municipalities: PedibusSmart has collaborated 

with various institutes and municipalities for its implementation. 

• Awards and recognitions: The project has received significant recognition in the 

scientific, educational, and innovation communities. 
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PedibusSmart represents an innovative example of how technology can be used to enhance 

traditional community services, increasing safety, and promoting sustainable mobility 

among the younger generation. 

Results achieved: 

• Reduction of car: The project contributes to reducing traffic around schools, 

promoting a more active and sustainable lifestyle. 

• Education on sustainable mobility: The project encourages children to develop 

sustainable mobility habits from an early age. 

• Increased participation and coverage: The project has successfully engaged a 

significant number of children and schools. For instance, in 2019, the project 

involved 560 children and facilitated 56,351 home-to-school trips, indicating 

substantial reach and impact on daily school commutes. 

• Technology integration: The introduction of Bluetooth smart tags and a dedicated 

app for managing attendance and routes has streamlined the operation of the walking 

bus, making it more efficient and easier to manage. 

• Safety and mobility improvements: By providing a structured and supervised way 

for children to travel to and from school, the project has enhanced their safety. The 

use of smart devices and volunteer coordination has also contributed to a more 

secure environment for the children. 

• Community engagement: The project has fostered community involvement, with 

parents, volunteers, and local institutions playing active roles in the implementation 

and management of the Pedibus routes. 

Innovation: 

• A mobile app that is provided to the volunteers, simplifies the daily operation of the 

walking bus as follows: 

­ It may organize the shifts of the volunteers and substitutions. 

­ It may maintain the bus routes and the bus stops’ sequence. 

­ It may track the attendance of the children in a diary. 

­ It may keep the parents’ contact details. 



 
WalkingBus D2.1: WalkingBus Repository 

 

  5 

• A smart tag is a smart device that is wearable. It allows the automatic detection of 

children that join the walking bus with the use of proximity sensors and supports the 

completion of the walking bus diary. 

Website: 

https://pedibussmart.fbk.eu/ (PedibusSmart, n.d.a). 

https://pedibussmart.fbk.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Alternative_Brochure-Pedibus-

Smart_nologhi.pdf (PedibusSmart, n.d.b). 

Contacts: pedibus-smart@fbk.eu 

References: PedibusSmart (n.d.a, n.d.b). 

Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 2-1: CLIMB / PedibusSmart leaflet (1) (PedibusSmart, n.d.b). 

https://pedibussmart.fbk.eu/
https://pedibussmart.fbk.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Alternative_Brochure-Pedibus-Smart_nologhi.pdf
https://pedibussmart.fbk.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Alternative_Brochure-Pedibus-Smart_nologhi.pdf
mailto:pedibus-smart@fbk.eu
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Figure 2-2: CLIMB / PedibusSmart (2) (PedibusSmart, n.d.b). 

 

 

2.2 Piedibus (Italy) 

Name/Title: Piedibus. 

Country: Italy. 

City: Throughout Italy. 

When: 2002-ongoing. 

Where: From meeting points to school. 

Who: Piedibus. 

Objectives:  

• To promote among various components (families, municipal administrations, 

schools, etc.) a culture that leads to creating conditions for children to go to school 

on their own. 
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• To save on cars and polluting vehicles for environmental protection by walking to 

school, thereby getting used to regular physical activity and socializing. 

Stakeholders of the project:  

Institutions, associations, volunteers, economic agents, parents. 

Beneficiaries: Pupils. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

The Piedibus is a safe and healthy way to go to and from school. Each Piedibus has at least 

one adult in charge of control called the “controller” and one adult in charge of “driving” 

called the “driver.” The pupils go to school following a predetermined route, picking up 

“passengers” at bus stops set up along the way. The Piedibus operates in any weather 

condition (within feasibility limits) and each participant wears a reflective vest. The children 

will thus be able to chat with their friends, improve their road safety skills, and gain 

independence, all in a fun, healthy, and green context. Each Piedibus will be different and 

can adapt to the needs of the children and parents. 

Piedibus guidelines: 

1. Establishment of the working group. 

2. Promotion and awareness campaign: 

The municipal administration should take charge, in the most appropriate ways, of 

making the Piedibus project known within the elementary schools of the city, in 

order to involve and sensitize all components of the school organizations (school 

management, teachers, children, and parents). The campaign should be aimed 

especially at children with the goal of making them the absolute protagonists of the 

initiative. Elements of the campaign follow: 

­ Letters to school managements. 

­ Meetings with children, teachers, and parents. 

­ Posters within schools. 

­ Contests for classes (drawings, poems, acrostics about the streets of their 

neighborhood, safety, environment, etc.). 
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3. Identification of the school to start the Piedibus: 

It is advisable to start with limited, easily controllable experiences. It is better to 

choose schools attended by a majority of students residing in the neighborhood and 

with a well-defined user base. Schools where there is a probability of good success, 

therefore where there is a faculty interested in taking up this work proposal. It is 

essential, finally, that each Piedibus is under the responsibility of one or more 

parents, who become the responsible parties and coordinators. 

4. Search and involvement of a Project Manager (preferably a parent): 

The parent or parents responsible for each individual Piedibus are fundamental for 

the start and maintenance of each initiative, therefore their search becomes a priority 

also for the identification of the school where to start each Piedibus. Without at least 

one parent who actively and continuously engages, the Piedibus has little chance of 

success. The responsible parent will in turn have the task of maintaining relations 

with their school management, of forming and coordinating the group of volunteer 

escorts. Some responsible parents, if interested, will be part of the Operational 

Coordination. The responsible parents will be supported by the Operational 

Coordination in carrying out their task, with all the necessary assistance and 

materials. The network of responsible parents will in turn be a source of suggestions, 

observations, requests for specific needs of each individual initiative. 

5. Development and distribution of Home-School-Home Mobility Questionnaires: 

A standard questionnaire on home-school-home mobility is developed. The 

responsible parent, with the collaboration of their school management, ensures its 

distribution to all families and collect them. 

6. Analysis of questionnaires: 

The collected questionnaires are analyzed together by the responsible parent with 

the help of the Operational Coordination, in order to identify: 

­ Potential child users of the Piedibus. 

­ Parents willing to collaborate with the initiative. 

In addition, the questionnaires provide a snapshot of the existing situation regarding 

home-school-home mobility. 
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7. Analysis of the territory and identification of possible routes: 

Based on the analysis of the questionnaires, an analysis of the territory is carried out, 

with initial assessments of possible routes. At this stage, critical points (dangerous 

crossings, architectural barriers, etc.) can be identified. 

This phase will also be the responsibility of the parent, with possible assistance from 

the operational coordination. 

8. Formation of the Escort Group: 

Based on the questionnaires and any other contacts the responsible parent may have 

with other parents, the escort group will be formed. 

Ideally, for a Piedibus of about 20 children, a group of at least 10/12 escorts are 

formed. It goes without saying that the larger the group of escorts for each Piedibus, 

the less the commitment of each individual. 

The group thus formed will meet to draw up a schedule of commitments where two 

escorts and a possible reserve for emergencies will be designated for each day of the 

week and for each trip (to and from). 

The escort group should meet whenever necessary and at least once a month to 

monitor the progress of the initiative. 

During the Piedibus activity period, it is important to organize a series of meetings 

with the participating children to also hear their opinions, suggestions, criticisms, 

and advice. 

9. Provision of Operational Supports for the Piedibus: 

Each Piedibus can rely on the assistance of the operational coordination, which will 

also provide all the necessary and available materials. These mainly include 

reflective vests, badges for the escorts, stickers, logbooks to record the daily 

attendance of participating children, supports to set up stops and terminals, and, 

where possible and if found, carts for transporting backpacks. 
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10. Inauguration of the Piedibus: 

Each new Piedibus should be inaugurated with a proper ceremony. The inauguration 

should be organized by each individual school with the direct involvement of the 

children, coordinated by their teachers. Therefore, each inauguration can be different 

from the others. 

The operational coordination, with the help of all the involved parties, can assist the 

school in the inauguration of the Piedibus with collateral events, involving the 

media, to achieve the greatest visibility possible. 

Just as it is important to emphasize the start of the Piedibus, it is equally important 

to organize an end-of-year party where all participating children will be awarded a 

certificate of participation and possible prizes (t-shirts, caps, or anything else). 

Results achieved: 

• Promotion of health and well-being. 

• Car reduction. 

• Socialization. 

• Road safety education. 

• Environmental education. 

• Emancipation. 

Innovation: 

Piedibus has been operating across Italy since 2002, developing a wide range of services 

and tools to support those interested in launching a Piedibus project at their school, 

neighborhood, or city. Over these 20 years, they have gained extensive experience and 

knowledge, addressing, and solving a variety of challenges nationwide. They offer 

consultation and collaboration to municipalities and local administrations for the 

implementation of comprehensive Piedibus projects and, more generally, for promoting 

gentle mobility on home-to-school routes. 

Website:  

https://www.piedibus.it (Associazione Nazionale Italiana Piedibus, n.d.a). 

https://www.piedibus.it/
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https://www.piedibus.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/102-lettera-presentazione-

questionario.pdf (Associazione Nazionale Italiana Piedibus, n.d.b). 

Contacts: info@piedibus.it 

References: Associazione Nazionale Italiana Piedibus (n.d.a, n.d.b). 

https://www.piedibus.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/102-lettera-presentazione-questionario.pdf
https://www.piedibus.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/102-lettera-presentazione-questionario.pdf
mailto:info@piedibus.it
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 2-3: Piedibus leaflet. 
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2.3 PedibusMilano (Italy) 

Name/Title: PedibusMilano. 

Country: Italy. 

City: Milan. 

When: 2022-Ongoing. 

Where: From meeting points to school. 

Who: Legambiente, ABCittà, Poliedra-Politecnico di Milano. 

Objectives: To promote sustainable mobility and sociability. 

Stakeholders of the project: Institutions, parents and grandparents, volunteers. 

Beneficiaries: Pupils. 

Financing: Municipality of Milan. 

Description: 

The Pedibus is a form of school transportation for elementary school students who are 

escorted on foot to school by volunteer parents along a pre-established route. Along this 

route, children gather at various arranged stops according to a set schedule. During the 

journey, children have the opportunity to chat with their peers, respect the environment, and 

gain an experience that promotes their independence. 

Children enrolled in the Pedibus are organized into groups accompanied by parent and/or 

grandparent volunteers. They travel from home to school along routes certified by the Local 

Police, which are referred to as “Pedibus Lines.” Every child and accompanying adult must 

wear a high-visibility vest and adhere to the pre-established times for each stop. The Pedibus 

aims to achieve several objectives, including promoting socialization among children, 

helping them better understand the area they live in, encouraging children's autonomy, and 

reducing air pollution by walking to school. 

The City of Milan has established a technical committee comprising representatives from 

various sectors involved in ensuring the safety of the route and the placement of “walking 

bus” stops. A pedagogue organizes educational workshops and awareness campaigns in 

schools for parents, teachers, and children. 
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Results achieved: The results are not illustrated. 

Innovation: -. 

Website: 

https://pedibus-mi.it/progetto/ (Pedibus Milano, n.d.). 

https://www.mobilitymanagement.consulting/wp-

content/uploads/2021/09/Regolamento_Pedibus_Milano.pdf (Mobility Management, n.d.). 

Contacts: pedibusmilano@gmail.com 

References: Pedibus Milano (n.d.) & Mobility Management (n.d.). 

https://pedibus-mi.it/progetto/
https://www.mobilitymanagement.consulting/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Regolamento_Pedibus_Milano.pdf
https://www.mobilitymanagement.consulting/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Regolamento_Pedibus_Milano.pdf
mailto:pedibusmilano@gmail.com
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 2-4: PedibusMilano regulation (1) (Mobility Management, n.d.). 



 
WalkingBus D2.1: WalkingBus Repository 

 

  16 

 

Figure 2-5: PedibusMilano regulation (2) (Mobility Management, n.d.). 
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2.4 Pedibus Pinerolo (Italy) 

Name/Title: Pedibus Pinerolo. 

Country: Italy. 

City: Pinerolo. 

When: 2011-Ongoing. 

Where: From meeting points to school. 

Who: Municipality of Pinerolo. 

Objectives: 

• Promoting sustainable mobility. 

• Improving children’s health. 

• Educational benefits. 

• Emancipation. 

• Traffic reduction. 

• Social interaction. 

Stakeholders of the project: Institutions, parents, and volunteers. 

Beneficiaries: Primary school children. 

Financing: Municipality of Pinerolo and parents (100€ annual fee). 

Description: 

Registration: 

• Registration for the service is annual and must be submitted to the municipality each 

year. Individuals who encounter difficulties in compiling and submitting the request 

electronically may, exceptionally and residually, contact the education office for 

telephone assistance. 

• The Municipal Administration will verify the registrations received before the start 

of the activity and will communicate the acceptance of the application (for online 

registrations, through a validation email sent via the dedicated portal). Applications 

will be accepted until all available places are filled, following the order of 

submission. In the case of incomplete applications, the office will request the 
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necessary additions from the parent who submitted the application, setting an 

appropriate deadline for completion. An incomplete application will not be 

validated, and the registration will not be successful. If there are no available places, 

the application will be rejected and placed on a waiting list. It is specified that the 

activation of each line/route will be guaranteed if a minimum of ten users are 

registered, subject to any exceptions provided for by the Council’s tariff-setting 

resolution. 

Functioning of the service: 

• Children using the Pedibus in the morning should be at the assigned stop or terminal 

at the confirmed time for the journey. For the return trip, children should gather at 

the collection point outside their classes, clearly marked by appropriate signage. 

• Accompanying adults will verify the return group based on the composition of the 

morning group. 

• Parents must inform the service coordinator or the accompanying adults if the child 

will participate in only one of the two trips (either going or returning) on the same 

day. 

• The Pedibus will depart at the scheduled time with the present children. 

• During the journey, both to and from school, children must wear identifying 

garments with the Pedibus logo (high-visibility vest). 

• If a child is late and misses the Pedibus, it is the parents’ responsibility to take them 

to school. Parents are also responsible for picking up their children at the designated 

time at the reference stop. In the absence of the parent, they must have previously 

indicated on the registration form the details of another adult authorized to receive 

the minor or communicated in writing to the Municipal Education Office during the 

school year the details of such person. 

• The Pedibus may be suspended on days of school or municipal personnel strikes, or 

in the event of other occurrences that may affect its regular operation. The Municipal 

Administration will promptly inform users of any suspension of the service, updating 

the institutional website and sending emails and Short Message Service (SMS) 

through the electronic procedure; the suspension notice will be forwarded to the 

school, which must notify the affected families. 
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• The Pedibus service will operate in any weather condition, respecting the school 

calendar, except in cases of extraordinary emergencies. 

The staff assigned to the service must: 

• Report to the coordinator the names of users who engage in inappropriate behavior 

towards other users or the accompanying adult. 

• Communicate any complaints, dysfunctions, or other significant circumstances 

encountered during the service to the coordinator, who is obliged to report to the 

Municipal Education Service. 

• Hand over the minor only in the presence of an authorized adult. 

• Take all precautions and measures to ensure the physical safety and maximum 

security of the children. 

• Observe the safety procedures defined for the service and by the safety documents, 

to prevent potential risks. 

Every year at the end of the service, questionnaires are distributed to parents to evaluate the 

service. 

Results achieved: 

Frequency and mode of use of the service: 

86% (91 users) use the service daily, while 14% (15 users) use it only on certain days of the 

week. The preferred mode for families includes accompanying both to and from school, 

accounting for 81% of users; 13% use the service only for getting to school, and the 

remaining 6% only for the return journey home. 

General satisfaction with the service: 

A significant satisfaction of the users regarding punctuality is noted, as the totality of users 

expresses an Excellent or Good judgment. The comfort and location of the stops are slightly 

penalized, with five non-positive judgments expressed. 53% of users express the highest 

judgment regarding the information exchange with the municipal administration. Non-

positive judgments (Fair, Sufficient, Insufficient) represent 11% (12 users). Users declare 

themselves satisfied with the applied tariff. Overall, users express an Excellent judgment on 

the service in 84% of the responses, a Good judgment in 15% of the responses, and Fair in 

1% of the responses. 
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Children’s evaluation: 

In 85% of the cases, they expressed being happy to go to school with the Pedibus, while 

15% are not convinced of the service. However, 93% state that they appreciate the walk 

with friends and the kindness of the operators, which stands at around 95% of the votes. 

Therefore, the service can be considered a success both for its consistency over the years 

and for the positive evaluation by parents and children. The results achieved reflect the 

predetermined objectives. 

Innovation: 

• Continuous collaboration with the municipality. 

• Evaluation questionnaires and feedback analysis. 

• Online registration and specific conditions for participation. 

• High satisfaction rates. 

• Set up for a section of comments and suggestions to improve the service from year 

to year. 

• In case of lack of volunteers, consider charging a registration fee accessible to 

families, in order to finance the project (provide exemptions for low-income 

families). 

Website:  

https://www.comune.pinerolo.to.it/web/index.php/servizi/aree-tematiche/scuola-famiglia-

ed-infanzia/142-progetto-pedibus (Città di Pinerolo, 2023). 

https://www.comune.pinerolo.to.it/web/images/sampledata/Istruzione/pedibus_23_24/pedi

bus_2023_2024_linee_guida_REV.pdf (Città di Pinerolo, n.d.). 

Contacts: pinerolo.istituzionale@ruparpiemonte.it 

References: Città di Pinerolo (2023, n.d.). 

https://www.comune.pinerolo.to.it/web/index.php/servizi/aree-tematiche/scuola-famiglia-ed-infanzia/142-progetto-pedibus
https://www.comune.pinerolo.to.it/web/index.php/servizi/aree-tematiche/scuola-famiglia-ed-infanzia/142-progetto-pedibus
https://www.comune.pinerolo.to.it/web/images/sampledata/Istruzione/pedibus_23_24/pedibus_2023_2024_linee_guida_REV.pdf
https://www.comune.pinerolo.to.it/web/images/sampledata/Istruzione/pedibus_23_24/pedibus_2023_2024_linee_guida_REV.pdf
mailto:pinerolo.istituzionale@ruparpiemonte.it
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 2-6: Pedibus Pinerolo leaflet (1) (Città di Pinerolo, n.d). 
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Figure 2-7: Pedibus Pinerolo leaflet (2) (Città di Pinerolo, n.d). 
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Figure 2-8: Pedibus Pinerolo leaflet (3) (Città di Pinerolo, n.d). 
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Figure 2-9: Pedibus Pinerolo leaflet (4) (Città di Pinerolo, n.d). 
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Figure 2-10: Pedibus Pinerolo leaflet (5) (Città di Pinerolo, n.d). 
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2.5 Bambini a piedi sicuri (Kids walking safely) (Italy) 

Name/Title: Bambini a piedi sicuri (Kids walking safely). 

Country: Italy. 

City: Trento. 

When: 2004-ongoing. 

Where: From home to school. 

Who: Culture, Tourism and Youth Policies Service of the Municipality of Trento. 

Objectives: 

To promote the sustainable mobility of children on their way from home to school and 

reduce traffic around school areas. 

Stakeholders of the project: 

Municipal administration, teachers, families, and local communities. 

Beneficiaries: 

Children and consequently families. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

Volunteer groups of parents, with the support of schools and the Municipality, started 

walking buses to the schools of Meano, Cognola, and Vela in 2010, aiming to encourage 

children to walk to school together and thus reduce the risks that may be encountered by 

them during the walking. 

Results achieved: 

From 2004 when two schools started the initiative, it later expanded to 12 primary schools, 

with a total of over 2,000 children participating. The results achieved so far in terms of 

improving children’s mobility are as follows: on average, after raising sustainable mobility 

awareness, children’s active mobility increased by15%. During the annual competitions “A 

scuola senz’auto” (No car at school) there was a large drop in car usage. Also, changes were 

introduced to make the routes safer for children to walk. 
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Innovation: 

Some of the innovations of the initiative follow: educational meetings, workshops to raise 

awareness, compilation of a daily mobility calendar, lessons dedicated to the initiative, etc. 

For the volunteers of the Piedibus, a mobile app has been made available by the CLIMB 

project to facilitate their activities, such as: changes of routes, attendance of pupils, shifts of 

volunteers, etc.). Proximity sensors on smart tags given to the participant children help the 

volunteers to trach the pupils and log the entries on the app. 

Moreover, in the frame of the CLIMB project, the application Kids go green was developed, 

that follows a gamification approach to promote sustainable mobility by logging the 

walking, cycling, and school bus activities of the participants. Milestones and progress are 

displayed on an interactive map, and educational material can be added by each class to the 

various milestones. With the Piedibus Smart app the users can automate the game. 

Website: 

https://magazine.fbk.eu/en/news/the-smart-piedibus-walking-bus-becomes-a-game-to-

walk-across-the-world/ (Lucianer, 2017). 

Contacts: 

Marzia Lucianer (lucianer@fbk.eu). 

References: Lucianer (2017). 

https://magazine.fbk.eu/en/news/the-smart-piedibus-walking-bus-becomes-a-game-to-walk-across-the-world/
https://magazine.fbk.eu/en/news/the-smart-piedibus-walking-bus-becomes-a-game-to-walk-across-the-world/
mailto:lucianer@fbk.eu
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 2-11: Kids walking safely photo (Lucianer, 2017). 
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3 Walking Bus Case-Studies From the Rest of Europe 

3.1 Ballybane Community Walking Bus (Ireland) 

Name/Title: Ballybane Community Walking Bus. 

Country: Ireland. 

City: Galway. 

When: Ongoing. 

Where: From Ballybane church to walk towards the Holy Trinity National School. 

Who: 

Three parents from Ballybane: namely, Margaret Reilly, Catherine Faherty, and Angela 

Cullinane. 

Objectives: To create a sustainable travel option. 

Stakeholders of the project: Holy Trinity National School and St Michael’s School. 

Beneficiaries: Pupils from the Holy Trinity National School and St Michael’s School. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

Three (3) parents from Ballybane, Galway, started to walk with their children to school in 

2015. The met at the Ballybane church and walked towards the Holy Trinity National School 

in Mervue. The pupils had the chance to chat during their walk and their parents started 

trusting each other more and more, and the congestion outside the school decreased. 

Gradually this formation of walkers gathered more followers. The boys from St Michael’s 

Boys School joined the girls despite their pride. Whenever problems arose, the fear of 

exclusion from the walking bus was enough to make pupils behave. The results was that the 

Ballybane Walking Bus operated at least a couple of mornings each week, regardless of the 

hail, rain, or shiny weather! 

Results achieved: 

Participating parents started trusting one another, pupils made new friends, the congestion 

around the school decreased. 
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The Ballybane Walking Bus operates four (4) days each week and around 60 pupils 

participate in each one. The atmosphere is like partying with banners, ballons, and smiling 

faces of pupils. 

Innovation: 

The two school that participate in this initiative, i.e., the Holy Trinity National School and 

the St. Michael’s School, are both involved in the Green-Schools Programme (actually, St. 

Michael’s School was one of the very first Green-Schools in Ireland). There was a pilot 

application with Green-Schools in 2016, which involved small, focused interventions to 

encourage sustainable mobility, in which both schools participated. 

Website: 

https://greenschoolsireland.org/all-aboard-for-ballybane-community-walking-bus/ (Green-

Schools, 2016). 

Contacts: info@greenschoolsireland.org 

References: Green-Schools (2016). 

Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 3-1: Photo from the Ballybane Community Walking Bus (Green-Schools, 2016). 

 

 

https://greenschoolsireland.org/all-aboard-for-ballybane-community-walking-bus/
mailto:info@greenschoolsireland.org
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3.2 Walking Bus of Cambridgeshire (United Kingdom) 

Name/Title: Walking bus of Cambridgeshire. 

Country: United Kingdom. 

City: Cambridgeshire. 

When: December 10, 2022. 

Where: From Parker’s Piece to Christ’s Pieces near the bus station. 

Who: Cambridge Parents for the Sustainable Travel Zone Group. 

Objectives: 

The main objective of the initiative was to promote a Sustainable Travel Zone in Cambridge 

by urging community members to participate in the consultation on the plans of the Greater 

Cambridge Partnership (deadline: December 23, 2022). There were several proposals, 

among which there was an investment of £50 million in buses, including improvements to 

the walking and cycling routes, and a daily road charge in Cambridge after the development 

of alternatives to driving. 

Stakeholders of the project: 

There were many members of the community participating, such as teachers, business 

owners, councilors, doctors, parents and grandparents, and groups like Camcycle, 

Cambridge Area Bus Users, Cambridge Carbon Footprint, Clean Air Cambridge, the A10 

Corridor Cycling Campaign, Transition Cambridge, Cambridge Living Streets, Carbon 

Neutral Cambridge, etc. 

Beneficiaries: -. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

The main aim of the participants was to show to the decision-makers that there is strong 

support to improve public transport services and infrastructure of active mobility in 

Cambridgeshire. The promotion of public transport and active mobility will contribute to 

the commitment of the region contribution to climate change goals, to the reduction of air 

pollutants, congestion, and transport poverty. 
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Results achieved: Walking event for a sustainable travel zone. 

Innovation: 

The innovative part of the initiative is the fact that a walking bus is used by the Alliance to 

promote relevant goals such as to make people respond to the Greater Cambridge 

Partnership’s consultation on a Sustainable Travel Zone. For their call, they used the 

walking bus event to attract attention on a Sustainable Travel Zone. 

Website: 

https://cambstravelalliance.org/walking-bus-of-cambridgeshire-residents-urge-people-to-

support-plans-for-a-sustainable-travel-zone/ (Cambridgeshire Sustainable Travel Alliance, 

2022). 

Contacts: info@cambstravelalliance.org 

References: Cambridgeshire Sustainable Travel Alliance (2022). 

Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 3-2: Photo from the Walking Bus of Cambridgeshire (Cambridgeshire Sustainable Travel 

Alliance, 2022). 

 

 

3.3 Walking Bus of Belfast (United Kingdom) 

Name/Title: Walking Bus of Belfast. 

Country: United Kingdom. 

City: Belfast. 

https://cambstravelalliance.org/walking-bus-of-cambridgeshire-residents-urge-people-to-support-plans-for-a-sustainable-travel-zone/
https://cambstravelalliance.org/walking-bus-of-cambridgeshire-residents-urge-people-to-support-plans-for-a-sustainable-travel-zone/
mailto:info@cambstravelalliance.org
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When: May 2022. 

Where: Home to school. 

Who: -. 

Objectives:  

1. Increase walking. 

2. Reduce car dependency. 

3. Improve air quality and reduce congestion in local areas. 

Stakeholders of the project: 

During August 2021 and June 2022, a partnership involving the Expert Advisors to the 

Ministerial Advisory Group (MAG) for Architecture and the Built Environment for 

Northern Ireland; the Care Zone Project team; the Care Zone Community Champions; the 

Youth Education Health and Advice (YEHA); the Belfast Healthy Cities; and primary 

schools jointly developed and trialed walking buses during the “Walk to School” week in 

May 2022. 

Beneficiaries: Young children as school pupils. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

A walking bus is a group of children walking part or all of their journey to school supervised 

by teachers and/or parents. The start of the route is usually located less than one mile from 

the school and in a suitable alternative drop off location for those that normally use the car 

to travel to school, as well as providing additional support to children who may be too 

young, or feel the walking environment is unsafe, to walk to school. 

Results achieved: 

Three primary schools took part in the pilot. Approximately 300 pupils provided feedback 

on the pilot. 113 pupils (38%) highlighted the walking buses helped them to walk to school 

and 200 pupils (67%) wanted the walking buses to continue. Teachers and parents identified 

the key benefits of the Pilot as support for children to walk, increased exercise, and creation 

of good habits, socializing with and making new friends, more alert and ready for class, 

arriving to school on time, improved attendance, and reduced congestion near the school. 
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Two of the schools continued to provide walking buses until the end of the academic year. 

Teachers successfully sought support from political leaders for additional crossings to 

improve road safety along the route, and the Care Zone Community Champions undertook 

a walk assessment to identify further improvements to the local walking environment. 

Innovation: -. 

Website: 

https://belfasthealthycities.com/sites/default/files/Walking Bus Pilot_Report.pdf (Belfast 

Healthy Cities, 2022). 

Contacts: info@belfasthealthycities.com  

References: Belfast Healthy Cities (2022). 

https://belfasthealthycities.com/sites/default/files/Walking%20Bus%20Pilot_Report.pdf
mailto:info@belfasthealthycities.com


 
WalkingBus D2.1: WalkingBus Repository 

 

  35 

Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 3-3: Frontpage of the Walking Bus Pilot Report 2022 (Belfast Healthy Cities, 2022). 
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3.4 sCOOL2walk (Malta) 

Name/Title: sCOOL2walk. 

Country: Malta. 

City: Siġġiewi. 

When: October 2023. 

Where: From home to school. 

Who: The Project Aegle Foundation (PAF). 

Objectives: 

The sCOOL2walk app helps the parents who cannot walk their children to school due to 

their schedules to match their children with other parents or walking buddies that are verified 

to selected meet-up points. Moreover, the app is designed in a way to encourage children 

and their parents to acquire healthy mobility habits, such as walking to school. Other 

objectives are safe walking of children and youths. 

Stakeholders of the project: Local councils, parents, schools, and the police. 

Beneficiaries: Parents and kids, Transport Malta, the Siġġiewi primary school, the Siġġiewi 

local council and the community police.” 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

By walking to school, healthy habits and physical activities are promoted among children, 

and in parallel the reduction of traffic and pollution around schools. 

There is a tradition in Malta of spontaneous walking buses. However, they depended mainly 

on motivated parents to lead and take the initiative. This is the reason why PAF stepped in. 

PAF is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) that promotes sustainable mobility in 

Malta. The pilot project of the sCOOL2walk project promotes walking safety among 

children. The sCOOL2walk app, which is also a web application, connects parents and 

pupils who share their commute to school, in order to achieve this goal. 
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Results achieved: 

The current project is in Siġġiewi but in the recent past, diverse localities have been involved 

in the project such as San Ġwann and Safi. In June 2023, the pilot application in Siġġiewi 

was met with enthusiasm both by pupils and their parents. Despite the fact that initially the 

walking bus was planned to take place once a week, the parents expressed the interest in 

running it on a daily basis. 

From four parents and seven children that were initially involved in the pilot application, by 

the end of the pilot there were over nine parents and 14 children. 

Innovation: The innovation is the development of an app that facilitates the whole process. 

Website: 

https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/a-centipede-walking-bus.1057923 (Bon, 2023). 

https://engage.eiturbanmobility.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2

FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcVlIIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--

409f892bea9b8d0e2c41308482e0a3d316481c5e/FLYER_Scool2walk_05072023.pdf (EIT 

Urban Mobility, n.d.). 

Contacts: info@paf.mt 

References: Bon (2023) & Urban Mobility (n.d.). 

https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/a-centipede-walking-bus.1057923
https://engage.eiturbanmobility.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcVlIIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--409f892bea9b8d0e2c41308482e0a3d316481c5e/FLYER_Scool2walk_05072023.pdf
https://engage.eiturbanmobility.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcVlIIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--409f892bea9b8d0e2c41308482e0a3d316481c5e/FLYER_Scool2walk_05072023.pdf
https://engage.eiturbanmobility.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcVlIIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--409f892bea9b8d0e2c41308482e0a3d316481c5e/FLYER_Scool2walk_05072023.pdf
mailto:info@paf.mt
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 3-4: sCOOL2walk (EIT Urban Mobility, n.d.). 

 

 

3.5 Trazeo (Spain) 

Name/Title: Trazeo. 

Country: Spain. 

City: Cordoba. 

When: 2014-2015. 
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Where: From home to school with the use of Trazeo mobile app. 

Who: University of Cordoba. 

Objectives: 

Trazeo mobile and web app was developed to facilitate the formation of walking school 

buses, increasing the satisfaction of the pupils and families from participating in such 

schemes. 

Stakeholders of the project: University of Cordoba and local Schools. 

Beneficiaries: Parents and pupils who used the Trazeo mobile app. 

Financing: European Regional Development Fund. 

Description: 

Trazeo is a freeware developed under a General Public License 2 with main functionality to 

enable pupils to commute to and from school in a sustainable, healthy, and safe way. This 

is achieved with the real-time formation and organization of walking school buses. The 

responsibility of these walking school buses is shared by the parents who accompany the 

children, who are also users of the app. There is a mobile for Android and a web version of 

the application. The main objective of the Android version is to use the positioning sensors 

of the current smartphones and to exchange real-time data to log the participation of the 

pupils. Moreover, it is used as a communication tool for the members of the walking bus. 

The web version of the application has more functionalities and management tasks, such as 

registration, routes development, etc. 

Results achieved: 

According to a pilot study that took place, there was a high recurrence in the participation 

of the children and around 44% of the participants changed mobility habits. The parents said 

that the problems of organizing their children’s travel to school were reduced and there was 

an improvement in their road safety behavior. Around 93% of the parents had less concern 

about the autonomous walking of their children. 
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The results showed that a walking bus can increase active mobility to school, and even more 

for children who live even further from it. Apart from that, the use of mobile apps with 

positioning sensors can reduce the concerns of the parents and facilitate the assessment of 

the walking bus. 

Innovation: This specific case study shows that the use of Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) can greatly enhance and contribute to the walking bus experience, 

offering a feeling of participation, safety, and security. 

Website: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranpol.2018.01.005 (Pérez-Martín et al., 2018). 

https://doi.org/10.15224/978-1-63248-065-1-48 (Pérez-Martín et al., 2015). 

Contacts:  

P. Pérez-Martín (f72pemap@uco.es). 

References: Pérez-Martín et al. (2015, 2018). 

Pictures & Leaflets: -. 

 

 

  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranpol.2018.01.005
https://doi.org/10.15224/978-1-63248-065-1-48
mailto:f72pemap@uco.es
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4 Walking Bus Case-Studies From the Rest of the World 

4.1 Bound Brook School District’s “Walking School Bus” (USA) 

Name/Title: Bound Brook School District “Walking School Bus. 

Country: United States of America (USA). 

City: Bound Brook, Somerset County, New Jersey (NJ). 

When: Annually in October. 

Where: At the Borough of Bound Brook, from Codrington Park basketball courts to school. 

Who: Bound Brook School District and RideWise. 

Objectives: 

On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, teachers, and pupils of the Bound Brook School District 

celebrated the International Walk to School Month (October), by walking together to school. 

The pupils gathered at the basketball courts of the Codrington Park and the walked together 

as a walking school bus to the school. The event was coordinated by the district together 

with RideWise, a nonprofit from Somerset County, which promoted sustainable mobility. 

This initiative takes place each October. 

Stakeholders of the project: RideWise, Safe Routes to School, schools. 

Beneficiaries: Local activity and actors (e.g., pupils). 

Financing: School program. 

Description: 

On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, teachers, and pupils of the Bound Brook School District 

celebrated the International Walk to School Month (October), by walking together to school. 

The pupils gathered at the basketball courts of the Codrington Park and the walked together 

as a walking school bus to the school. The event was coordinated by the district together 

with RideWise, a nonprofit from Somerset County, which promoted sustainable mobility. 

This initiative takes place each October. 
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The Borough of Bound Brook has all the prerequisites to be ideal for pupils to walk to school 

daily. This is a healthy, fun, and sustainable way to commute to school. Walking is a fun, 

healthy, and environmentally friendly way of traveling to school. The District promote this 

behavior through the “Walk to School Days” and with walking school buses. These days 

promote community connections, and awareness raising about the importance of safe roads 

for pedestrians. Moreover, they highlight the benefits of daily physical activity. Other steps 

that the District has taken to promote walking are: i) painting of the intersection at Lafayette 

Elementary School together with Middle Earth, ii) giving bike helmets to pupils, and iii) 

adding bike racks at the schools. 

Results achieved: 

The District promoted a healthy, active, and independent lifestyle among pupils through 

walking to school. 

Innovation: 

The encouragement of the connections among the community members, the awareness 

raising about road safety and safe routes for pedestrians, and the emphasis on the importance 

of daily physical activity are lessons to learn from this initiative. 

Website: 

https://www.rlsmedia.com/article/bound-brook-school-district-hosts-walking-school-bus-

celebrate-international-walk-school (RLS Media, 2021). 

https://ridewise.org/walk-to-school-month-2019/ (Allison, 2019). 

Contacts: Jon Dugan (jon@jamesl517.sg-host.com). 

References: RLS Media (2021) & Allison (2019). 

https://www.rlsmedia.com/article/bound-brook-school-district-hosts-walking-school-bus-celebrate-international-walk-school
https://www.rlsmedia.com/article/bound-brook-school-district-hosts-walking-school-bus-celebrate-international-walk-school
https://ridewise.org/walk-to-school-month-2019/
mailto:jon@jamesl517.sg-host.com
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 4-1: Photo from the Bound Brook School District’s “Walking School Bus” (Allison, 2019). 

 

 

4.2 Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus (New Zealand) 

Name/Title: Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus. 

Country: New Zealand. 

City: Auckland. 

When: 2010-ongoing. 

Where: From designated stops to the school gate. 

Who: Parents as volunteers. 

Objectives:  

The Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus had many objectives such as the 

following: more safe, healthy, and active pupils; road safety training in a practical manner 

for pupils; increase the chances of pupils and adults to make new friends; reduction of traffic 

around schools; and promotion of sustainable mobility. 
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Stakeholders of the project: The school, and parents/volunteers. 

Beneficiaries: Children/pupils. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

With the consent of the parents or the guardians, the walking pupils receive a Walking 

School Bus (WSB) ticket. This WSB ticket gets clicked whenever the pupils walk with the 

walking bus and on rainy days it gets clicked twice. Whenever their card finishes, they are 

rewarded at the school assembly with a certificate, a bag of relevant goodies, and a new 

ticket! 

Results achieved: 

Around 15 pupils use the Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus every week, even if 

it rains! The Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus has been part of Papatoetoe Santa 

Parades, and it appeared in the Manukau Courier. 

Innovation: 

As a motivation for children to use the walking bus service, local shops have offered various 

services and products for free to the participating children. Another innovative aspect is its 

gamification approach. 

Websites: 

https://www.pep.school.nz/index.php/our-school/walking-school-bus (Papatoetoe East 

School, n.d.a). 

https://pep.school.nz/downloads/PEP_WSB_map.pdf (Papatoetoe East School, n.d.b). 

Contacts:  

Sekuini Amerika (sekuini@yahoo.com). 

Claudia Moreira (Claudia.Moreira@at.govt.nz). 

References: Papatoetoe East School (n.d.a) & Papatoetoe East School (n.d.b). 

https://www.pep.school.nz/index.php/our-school/walking-school-bus
https://pep.school.nz/downloads/PEP_WSB_map.pdf
mailto:sekuini@yahoo.com
mailto:Claudia.Moreira@at.govt.nz
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Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 4-2: Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus logo (Papatoetoe East School, n.d.a). 
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Figure 4-3: Papatoetoe East School Walking School Bus leaflet (Papatoetoe East School, n.d.b). 
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4.3 Trottibus (Canada) 

Name/Title: Trottibus. 

Country: Canada. 

City: Throughout Canada. 

When: At least since 2018-Ongoing. 

Where: From designated stops to schools. 

Who: Canadian Cancer Society. 

Objectives:  

There are several benefits from the operation of the operation of the Trottibus Walking 

School Bus: i) reduced traffic around schools, ii) increase of the safety of pedestrians, iii) 

better concentration of pupils during the lessons, iv) mobilization of parents around an 

initiative that brings people together, and v) creation of environments conducive to physical 

exercise. 

The main reason that the Canadian Cancer Society initiated and promotes this program is 

the fact that it is found that physical exercise from a young age may significantly reduce 

cancer rates. 

Stakeholders of the project: 

Canadian Cancer Society, Vélo Québec, Le Plan d’action régional Montréal physiquement 

active, Vivre en residence, schools, community organizations, and municipalities. 

Beneficiaries: Elementary school pupils. 

Financing: Public Health Agency of Canada. 

Description: 

The Trottibus was initiated by the Canadian Cancer Society, as a walking school bus that 

helps pupils to walk to school together, accompanied by volunteers and parents. The pupils 

walk safely and supervised, at planned routes with stops that are scheduled, accompanied 

by verified trained volunteers, who have been checked. 

Results achieved:  

There are benefits for everyone! 



 
WalkingBus D2.1: WalkingBus Repository 

 

  48 

Pupils have the chance to make new friends, they have the sense of belonging to a group 

that forms the walking bus, they are trained to be good pedestrians, they concentrate better 

during the lessons, and they increase their daily physical activity. 

The involved parents share responsibility with other parents, have the pleasure to belong to 

a group, they expand their social network, and they find a way to keep fit. 

The schools reduce traffic around them, increase the safety of the pedestrians, and they 

create an environment that promotes physical activity. 

The communities see a decrease in the cars as families start walking more, they see their 

neighborhoods getting greener, and citizens involvement, strengthening, thus, the social 

fabric. 

According to the Canadian Cancer Society (n.d.c): 

• Around half of all cancers may be prevented by adopting healthy habits and policies 

to protect public health. 

• 58% of parents say that they walked to school as children, compared to only 28% of 

their children today. 

• Walking to school increases the ability of pupils to concentrate, for the next four 

hour. 

• Only 14% of young Canadians are sufficiently active. 

The Canadian Cancer Society led the Walking School Bus in Waterloo Region, Ontario, 

from 2018-2021 and continues to lead the Trottibus (Walking School Bus). Currently the 

following number of schools participate per region: Montréal (14), Montérégie (10), Québec 

(4), Estrie (1), Laval (1), Outaouais (0), Laurentides (1), Lanaudière (1), Mauricie (1), 

Saguenay – Lac-Saint-Jean (0), Bas St-Laurent (0), Gaspésie/Îles-de-la-Madeleine (2), 

Abitibi-Témiscamingue (0), Chaudière-Appalaches (2), Côte-Nord (0), Nord-du-Québec 

(0), Centre-du-Québec (1), i.e., at least 38 schools. 

Innovation: 

Trottibus is a success story that integrates the whole “package” needed to start walking 

school buses in several schools in a country. It offers specific guidelines and good practices 

of other schools that already have implemented is that work as an example, and above all, 

it offers a very tangible objective, i.e., to reduce cancer rates. 
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Websites: 

https://cancer.ca/en/get-involved/volunteer/the-walking-school-bus (Canadian Cancer 

Society, n.d.a). 

https://trottibus.ca/ (Canadian Cancer Society, n.d.b). 

https://trottibus.ca/en/the-trottibus-in-brief/ (Canadian Cancer Society, n.d.c). 

https://trottibus.ca/en/about/ (Canadian Cancer Society, n.d.d). 

https://trottibus.ca/en/schools/ (Canadian Cancer Society, n.d.e). 

Contacts: trottibus@cancer.ca 

References: Canadian Cancer Society (n.d.a, n.d.b, n.d.c, n.d.d, n.d.e). 

Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 4-4: Trottibus logo (Canadian Cancer Society, n.d.b). 

 

 

4.4 Walking Bus Project (South Africa) 

Name/Title: Walking Bus Project. 

Country: South Africa. 

City: Western Cape, Cape Town. 

When: 01 May 2016-Ongoing. 

Where: From homes to schools and from schools back to homes.  

Who: Western Cape Department of Community Safety. 

https://cancer.ca/en/get-involved/volunteer/the-walking-school-bus
https://trottibus.ca/
https://trottibus.ca/en/the-trottibus-in-brief/
https://trottibus.ca/en/about/
https://trottibus.ca/en/schools/
mailto:trottibus@cancer.ca
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Objectives:  

The main objective of the Walking Bus Project from South Africa is to enhance the security 

and safety of pupils. It entails parents and volunteers of the broader community, who form 

walking groups of pupils that walk supervised to school and from school to home, 

increasing, thus, their safety. Moreover, the supervisors (parents and volunteers) keep an 

eye on the perimeter of the schools. 

Stakeholders of the project: 

This project has several stakeholders, e.g., religious leaders, communities, parents, schools, 

NGOs, Neighborhood Watches (NHWs), Community Police Forums (CPFs), South African 

Police Service (SAPS), Metro Law Enforcement, Metro and Provincial Traffic Department, 

Department of Education – Safer Schools, Department of Social Development. 

Beneficiaries: Elementary school pupils. 

Financing: -. 

Description: 

The Walking Bus Project of South Africa has as main aim to ensure the safe commuting to 

school of pupils of Cape Town communities which are ridden by the criminality of gangs. 

Communities in the Western Cape partnered with the Department of Community Safety to 

expand the initiative. The participation in the initiative is voluntary and it brought peace of 

mind to guardians, principals, teachers, and parents in the Western Cape. 

The Walking Bus Project plays a deterrent role to perpetrators of activities related to crime 

and gangs, and even prevents children from participating in such activities and gangs. 

Volunteers keep an eye on the schools’ surroundings, and also on the pupils who are usually 

excited about participating in the Walking Bus Project, but a minority may try to join gangs 

or stay at home instead of going to school. Moreover, the Walking Bus Project prevents 

pupils to bring weapons or drugs to school, as they are searched at the school gates. Where 

the Walking Bus Project was implemented, there was a significant drop in the rate of petty 

crime. 
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All screened members of the community may participate as volunteers in the Walking Bus 

Project. As most of them are NHW members, police clearance is requested, as well as 

personal details are checked. Various training workshops take place for the volunteers, such 

as first aid and road safety training. 

Results achieved:  

The Walking Bus Project has been very successful, as there is a significant difference in the 

various neighborhoods in which it is present. Probably gang members try to keep a low 

profile in these areas during the walking buses, as diverse communities have taken the safety 

of their children in their hands. Schools received correspondence thanking the Minister of 

Community Safety and the Department of Community Safety for the Walking Bus Project 

and the volunteers for their efforts.  

The Walking Bus Project received the gold award for the best implemented project in the 

2017 Provincial Service Excellence Awards. 

Up to 2020, the Walking Bus Project has been launched in 72 areas in the Western Cape. 

Innovation: 

From this specific application of Walking Bus Project in South Africa, the innovative part 

is the positive effect of Walking Bus on the security and safety of the pupils and the areas 

in which operates. Areas with petty crime, or even worse, criminal activities may benefit 

from this experience. 

Websites: 

https://www.saferspaces.org.za/be-inspired/entry/walking-bus-initiative (Warton, 2021). 

Contacts:  

Jemayne Andrews (Jemayne.Andrews@westerncape.gov.za). 

References: Warton (2021). 

Pictures & Leaflets: -. 

 

 

https://www.saferspaces.org.za/be-inspired/entry/walking-bus-initiative
mailto:Jemayne.Andrews@westerncape.gov.za
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4.5 Walk & Roll to School (USA) 

Name/Title: Walk & Roll to School. 

Country: USA. 

City: Throughout the USA. 

When: 1997-Ongoing. 

Where: From homes to schools. 

Who: National Center for Safe Routes to School. 

Objectives:  

To form healthier habits: 

Pupils need to incorporate daily physical activity to their habits and active trips to schools, 

such as walking, help them form a habit that may last for life. This way, they can build 

strong bones, joints, and muscles, and they may decrease the risk of obesity. 

On the other hand, insufficient physical activity may have as a result chronic diseases, such 

as heart disease, diabetes, cancer, and stroke. 

Cleaner environment: 

When families start getting to school by active mobility, i.e., walking or cycling, instead of 

riding in a car, they contribute to the reduction of the air pollutants from private car 

emissions. 

Promoting safety & security: 

Attended walking to school reduces the risk of accidents. Moreover, adults may identify 

possible hazards on the road and take relevant measures. Apart from safety, parents are also 

worried about the security of their children from bullies, assault and even kidnapping. Some 

communities started walking buses to have parents walk with their children to school and, 

in this way, address this concern. 

Stakeholders of the project: 

National Center for Safe Routes to School, General Motors, University of North Carolina 

Highway Safety Research Center, Child Health Initiative, participating schools, and 

communities. 
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Beneficiaries: Elementary school pupils. 

Financing: 

National Center for Safe Routes to School, General Motors, University of North Carolina 

Highway Safety Research Center, Child Health Initiative. 

Description: 

In 1997 the Walk & Roll to School Day began in the USA. The aim was to build awareness 

and to promote walkable communities. In 2000, the first International Walk to School Day 

gave international dimensions to the initiative, which led to the International Walk to School 

Committee. In 2006, the International Walk to School Committee established the 

International Walk to School Month, where countries choose a day or week in October, or 

even the whole month, to promote walking to school. Today, thousands of schools celebrate 

walking to school every year, in the USA and around the world. 

Results achieved: 

The results are the following: i) less traffic congestion by reducing car trips to and from 

schools, ii) increasing the sense of community, iii) increase the sense of road safety, iv) 

decrease transport costs, v) improvement of accessibility, vi) increase of real estate value. 

Below the number of registered Walk & Roll to School events are presented in the USA 

from 2019 until 2023: 

• 2023: 3,475 events 

• 2022: 3,235 events 

• 2021: 2,884 events 

• 2020: 1,255 events (cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic). 

• 2019: 5,129 events 

Innovation: 

The importance of the Walk & Roll to School initiative is that it demonstrates how a 

platform on which there is all the required materials for a school to start a walking bus, and 

an emblematic action such as a walking to school day or walking to school month, can give 

a sense of participation to schools and motivate them to join such an initiative. 
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This is the reason for establishing international days for various social issues and in the case 

of Walk & Roll to School initiative it worked very well, as from a small initiative if acquired 

national and even international dimensions. 

Website:  

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/ (National Center for Safe Routes to School, n.d.a). 

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/learn-more/why-walkbike/ (National Center for Safe 

Routes to School, n.d.b). 

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/learn-more/about-us/ (National Center for Safe Routes 

to School, n.d.c). 

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/registration/pastevents.php (National Center for Safe 

Routes to School, n.d.d). 

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/plan/downloadable-materials/graphics-and-logos/ 

(National Center for Safe Routes to School, n.d.e). 

Contacts: info@walkbiketoschool.org 

References: National Center for Safe Routes to School (n.d.a, n.d.b, n.d.c, n.d.d, n.d.e). 

Pictures & Leaflets: 

 

Figure 4-5: Walk & Roll logo (National Center for Safe Routes to School, n.d.e). 

 

  

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/learn-more/why-walkbike/
https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/learn-more/about-us/
https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/registration/pastevents.php
https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/plan/downloadable-materials/graphics-and-logos/
mailto:info@walkbiketoschool.org
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5 Discussion and Conclusions 

The WalkingBus Mapping & Review template (Annex 1) was sent to the WalkingBus 

project beneficiaries to gather walking bus case studies and good practices from their 

countries, i.e., TERO from Greece, MVNGO from Italy, and KARGENC from Türkiye. 

While several case studies were found in Italy, none were found in Greece and Türkiye! 

This was an unexpected result, as there might have been such initiatives but in any case, 

they were not recorded well enough to be traceable and easily accessible for possible 

imitators. 

Therefore, instead of having five case studies from each country, Greece, Italy, and Türkiye, 

five good practices were gathered from the WalkingBus project participating countries, five 

from the rest of Europe, and five from the rest of the world, totaling to 15 case studies. The 

deliverable D2.1: WalkingBus Repository was expected to be around 20 pages, but due to 

the much information that was found it became much bigger. In any case, a simple project 

deliverable cannot record the whole landscape of walking bus case studies, but it can give 

an idea of what is the current state around the world. 

From the case studies that were gathered, the following results can be derived: 

1. It seems that the most important success factor is to have a national online platform, 

which in specific cases may become international, i.e., among countries with the 

same language, which promoted walking buses. Such platforms provide methods 

and materials to schools that want to realize a walking bus scheme, so that they do 

not have to reinvent the wheel. Apart from that, they offer a sense of belonging to a 

greater scheme that promotes sustainable mobility and a healthy lifestyle. Several 

such example were found, such as the Walk & Roll to School (USA), Pedibus (Italy), 

Trottibus (Canada), Green-Schools (Ireland), etc. It seem that the development of 

such online platforms that function as networks incentivize the schools to participate 

and significantly reduces the fears of the parents in terms of safety and security. The 

result is that walking bus schemes are booming after a critical mass of participating 

schools. 

2. Apart from online platforms, the use of ICT and smart mobile apps have also positive 

influence on the development of walking bus schemes. Such examples are Trazeo 

(Spain), CLIMB /PedibusSmart (Italy), sCOOL2walk (Malta), etc. 
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3. The establishment of specific national or international walking to school days or 

months, e.g., such as the month of October, can also significantly incentivize schools 

to start participating in walking bus schemes, because they offer a visible deadline 

in which they have to take all the required actions to form the scheme and, moreover, 

a sense of belonging to a wider network of participating schools. 

4. Finally, apart from pupils’ commuting to and from schools, walking buses may have 

many other objectives: e.g., cancer prevention (Canada), safety and security of 

pupils (South Africa), etc. 

The above results that were derived from the case studies, show the way for Greece, Türkiye, 

and other countries that lag behind, towards how they should move in order to see in these 

countries too walking bus schemes expanding. 
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6 Conclusions 

There are countries in which walking bus schemes are blooming. and other in which the 

case studies are very few or non-existent. From the case studies that were gathered in this 

WalkingBus deliverable, it was derived that there are some success factors that should be 

followed to have a rapid expansion of walking bus schemes to a country. Some of these 

factors seem to be the following: 

1. Development of an online platform that functions as a national network of walking 

buses. 

2. The use of ICT and mobile apps. 

3. The establishment or adoption of specific national or international walking to school 

days or months. 

4. The connection of the walking bus schemes to tangible objectives in each specific 

case. 
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